
WHAT TO BRING TO YOUR INTERVIEW 

 

INCOME 

Wage Statements - For employee income, you should receive a Form W-2, Wage and Tax 
Statement, in the mail from each employer you worked for during the year. Contact the employer if 
you do not receive your Form W-2; it should be sent to you by January 31 of the following year.  
For non-employee income (for example, if you are an independent contractor) that was $600 or 
more, a Form 1099-MISC, Miscellaneous Income, should be sent to you by January 31 of the 
following year.  
 

Pension or Retirement Income - The amount of retirement or pension income subject to federal 
taxes is based on your age when you started receiving distributions and the amount you originally 
contributed to the plan. Form 1099-R, Distributions From Pensions, Annuities, Retirement or Profit 
Sharing Plans, IRAs, Insurance Contracts, etc., should be sent to you from the payer by January 
31 of the following year.  
 

Interest and Dividend Income - If you have earned interest from any bank during the year, that 
bank will send you a Form 1099-INT, Interest Income, at the end of the year. Even if you do not 
receive a Form 1099-INT, you still need to report your interest. If you do not receive a Form 1099-
INT, consider bringing in your year-end bank statement to your tax interview. If, during the year, 
you have dividend income from stocks or funds, you will be sent a Form 1099-DIV, Dividends and 
Distributions, from each company or institution.  
 

State Income Tax Refund Amount - If you received a state or local income tax refund or credit 
during the year, you should receive Form 1099-G, Certain Government and Qualified State Tuition 
Program Payments.  It should be sent to you from the payer by January 31 of the following year.  
 

Social Security Income - If you received Social Security payments during the year, some of these 
funds may be taxable income. Bring Form SSA-1099, Social Security Benefit Statement (sent by 
the Social Security office at the end of the year) to your tax interview so we can determine the 
amount of benefits that are taxable, if any.  
 

Unemployment Income - If you received state unemployment compensation (insurance) during 
the year, it should be included as income on your return. Form 1099-G should be sent to you from 
the payer by January 31 of the following year. The IRS will also receive a copy of the Form 1099-G. 
Contact your state office if you have not received your Form 1099-G. 
  

Commissions Received - The full amounts of any commissions you receive are treated as 
income. This is true whether your commission is called a bonus or a percentage, and whether it is 
based on both your sales and the sales of other sellers working under you or on purchases from 
the company with which you are affiliated. If possible, bring records of amounts received to your tax 
interview.   Be sure to bring all 1099’s received.   

Commissions Paid - You can deduct commissions and fees you paid for investment counsel and advice on 
purchases that produced taxable income. Broker's fees, commissions, or option premiums paid in connection with the 
sale of investment property cannot be deducted, however, they can be used only to calculate gain or loss at the time 
of  sale. This is also true for the real estate commission paid on a sale of residence; the realtor's commission can be 
used only to calculate the net gain or loss on the sale. We will help you get the maximum allowable deductions for 
your circumstances.  
   



Sales of Stocks or Bonds - Capital gains and losses on the sale or trade of investments are 
classified as either short-term (if the property is held for a year or less) or long-term (more than one 
year). A paper loss, which occurs when an investment's value drops below its purchase price but  
has not been sold yet, does not qualify for this deduction. Bring Form 1099-B, Proceeds from a 
Broker and Barter Exchange Transactions, any brokerage statements (showing dates bought and 
sold), and purchase confirmation receipts (shows the cost basis and any fees paid) to your tax 
interview so we can get you the lowest tax rate available.  
  

Self-Employed Business Income & Expenses - If you run a business as a professional or sole 
proprietor, you are taxed on gross income minus expenses. Bring your accounting records showing 
your totals for income and expense items to your tax interview. If you have your records in 
electronic format using Quicken or QuickBooks, bring a copy of those records on a removable 
electronic disk.  
  

Lottery or Gambling Winnings - Gambling winnings greater than $5,000 are usually subject to 
income tax withholding. The amount of income tax withheld for the year is 25% of the amount paid 
(the total amount you won minus the amount of your bet). If you receive gambling winnings of $600 
or more, the payer should send you a Form W-2G, Certain Gambling Winnings. This form shows 
the amount you won and the amount withheld, if applicable. Bring this form to your tax interview we 
can use it to help calculate your gross income. All gambling winnings are taxable, regardless of 
whether or not you received a W2-G. Bring the sum of your total winnings from all sources with 
you. 
 

Lottery or Gambling Losses - Gambling losses (up to the amount of gambling winnings) can be 
deducted on your income tax return. You must be able to substantiate your losses with a written log that 
includes the date, location, type of gambling, amount of wager, and your winnings and losses. Certain 
types of gambling require additional proof of the wager (for example, payment slips and unredeemed 
tickets when playing the lottery or the name and number of a slot machine and the time it was played). 
Keep a gambling log (along with any necessary supporting information) as part of your records. 
 

 

Income and Expenses from Rentals - If you own rental property, money received as rent is 
reported as income. You can deduct expenses for acquiring, maintaining, insuring, and operating 
the rental property. Bring your accounting records to your tax interview. 
 

Income from Partnerships, S Corporations, Trusts, and Estates - The income and deductions 
that these entities pass on to you are included in your return. Bring Schedules K-1 or an equivalent 
statement to your tax interview. 
 

Alimony Paid or Received - Any alimony you received in the current year is taxable income. Any 
alimony you paid is deductible on your tax return. Child support payments are not included in the 
recipient's income and they cannot be deducted by the payer. If you receive or pay child support in 
addition to alimony and your decree or agreement specifies the amounts, only the alimony is 
taxable or deductible. Review the copy of your decree and any record of actual payments so that 
you will be able to provide us with the alimony amount.  
 


